Symonds Green - 1

Arlesey Town Blues U15 – 2

After 2 disappointing results in recent weeks it was nice to get a win.  What was good was the manner in which we got the win, the team talk was simple, battle, mark tight, keep the ball on the ground and concentrate for the whole 80 minutes.  Symonds Green were good going forward and poor defending, this allowed Marshall and Bowers long periods in the game to find space, get the ball forward to Arlesey’s front 2 and with the wind in their faces Arlesey had the lion’s share of possession and also created 3 very good chances.  A good ball from Bowers split the defence and with a bit more composure and awareness Phillips could have added to his goal tally.  Next the every lively B Talbot outstripped the defence and only a magnificent goal line clearance kept the score level.  With all this pressure the Arlesey defence still had to be alert to snuff out any chances that Symonds Green had to offer.

The 2nd half was always going to be difficult.  In a lot of youth team games the wind plays a big part, Arlesey thought the game was won and Symonds Green gave it that bit extra and it was a fascinating game to watch. Towndrow, on Arlesey’s left was first to a loose ball, he beat the defender only to be scythed down by the keeper, penalty, we thought, the ref had other ideas.  From the goal kick Symonds Green battled thru our midfield and found a striker unmarked, the Blues for the Blues 1-0 down.  Symonds Green relaxed, Arlesey piled on the pressure and after some near misses Phillips was on hand to hit a screamer into the top corner from an acute angle, with everything to play for the lads really played some great stuff, and it was no surprise when Marshall broke from midfield, showed great composure and fired into the roof of the net from 18 yards.  Would Symonds Green just face away, no, in fact the opposite in this period they got a very iffy penalty (that was missed) and Turner in the Arlesey goal had an inspired 2nd half, handling good and some top class saves to go with it and he was helped by the whole team giving their all and thru their hard work, determination and ability to play as a team today, they held on for 3 very satisfying points.   This weeks M.O.M. was the whole team, well done lads, don’t forget Brad, training is Friday at 6, it would be nice to see you, (only joking).   

Arlesey Blues: Turner, Sayers, Munson, B Talbot, Towndrow, Bowers, Smith, Phillips, Wood, Fish, J. Talbot, Marshall, Chalmers.  

