Arlesey Blues – 2

Bishops Stortford – 3

This result bought the lads back down with a bump, Bishop Stortford Town came with a game plan, to work hard, deny the lads space and to catch them on the break, and to be fair they did it well.  The first 10-15 minutes were very even with neither team breaking each other down, but slack marking in the midfield allowed Stortford to control a loose goal kick and from fully 35 yards fire over Turner into the Arlesey goal. This spurred the Blues into action, Smith fed the ball to Chalmers, good pace allowed him to pass the full back and from the resulting cross Phillips was on hand to shoot into the bottom corner, rather than get Arlesey all fired up they went back into their shell and allowed Bishop Stortford to attack them and a moment of indiscretion by the goalkeeper and defenders BST were back in front.       

The 2nd half with the wind behind them (this is always a dangerous so called advantage) Arlesey were all relaxed and BST were willing to battle for every ball.  For all the lads, pretty non committal football they were going nowhere and the game was fizzling out, then up popped Towndrow, jinking his way past 2 defenders and shooting into the top corner, was this the spur the lads needed, sadly no, BST then took the score-line to 2-2, maybe the lads were playing for a draw! But with 1 minute to go the Blues players involved in arguing with their opponents rather than marking up, resulted in 2 Stortford players running clean thru and to be fair they deserved the winner, lack of talking, movement and passion, maybe this was a one off, we will see in 2 weeks with a hard game against neighbours Baldock.  This weeks M.O.M. was Josh Smith, he controlled the midfield by himself, if only he had some help! (As this week the lads will be picking the M.O.M. from now on).

Arlesey Blues: Turner, Fish, J. Talbot, Gough, Bowers, Chalmers, Smith, Towndrow, Phillips, Johnson, Munson, Wood, Marshall, Colbourne, B. Talbot.  
