Saturday 8th March 2008.

Arlesey Town Youth V Baldock.

A-Team         Final Score 2-0

Team:  Archie Ford, Benjamin Daniels, James Reid, Lewyn Pride,                      Casston Chapman Hearn (Capt.), Arron Gooch, Joshua Izzard.

On Saturday the team hosted baldock for the return fixture. The team had a few players with coughs and colds, so I was not sure how we would fare. Archie was again faultless in goal with safe hands and he commanded his area with authority. Benjamin was very steady in defence and hardly gave the striker a sniff. James was solid as a rock in defence , his positioning and reading of the game is a joy to watch.Lewyn was asked to play a holding midfield role which the lad does without question and he broke up many of the Baldock attacks single handed. Arron covered every blade of grass in midfield considering not being 100% fit and his partner in midfield was captain Casston who put in a power house performance, he also was here, there and everywhere.Casston opened the scoring mid way through the first with a chip shot from a long way out. Joshua was another who was not fully fit with a fever on Friday, however he gave me 100% and I cannot ask for more than that.

Half-Time 1- 0

In the second half the boys upped their work rate and began to dictate the play to the opposition. The defensive duo of Benjamin and James were now linking with the midfield and this was where the game was won, and they both attacked in tandem which was pleasing to the eye.Lewyn was having a steady game in the hole sometimes defending and holding and also pressing when need be.Arron was enjoying himself with his runs and skills and his never say die approach.Casston was playing out his skin with bags of energy and tough tackling and this was a captains performance. Joshua continued to look a threat and was unlucky not to score when he burst through the middle, only to see his shot loop over the cross bar, however he did make amends a few minutes later when he reacted first to an Arron long throw which was missed by all defenders but not Joshua he scored at the far post to put the game to bed.

Final Score 2-0.    

Scorers;  Casston Chapman Hearn 1, Joshua Izzard 1.

Arlesey Town Youth V baldock.

B-Team         Final Score 1-1

Teams: Archie Ford, Joseph Reid, James Butts, Casston Chapman Hearn, Jakob Woodfine, Sam Dennis, Billy Smallwood Capt, Subs used Lewyn pride, James Reid Benjamin Daniels.

In the Second game the whole team produced a much improved performance which was a credit to them all. Archie was involved much more in this game and the lad continues to improve in every game and again put in a very steady performance. The two defenders James and Joseph were excellent this week and this pleased me as they reacted well to all my commands, and they now have to do this next week in week out to progress. In midfield Casston was asked to play a second game as I felt he deserved this for his performance in the first match, he again put in a great half for the team. Sam Dennis played in midfield this week and was very energetic and never stopped running both backwards and forwards.Jakob played the link position and tried his best to supply the striker with the passes he needs to score the goals and he also tracked back sometimes to help break up play. Billy Smallwood was captain this week and was on fire and I was convinced he must have had one of his dads Monday night’s tablets. The lad chased, harrised, tackled and was unlucky not to score at least twice and his work rate was not unnoticed by us all.

Half Time  0-0.

The manager had a prior engagement and had to leave the team in the capable hands of his backroom staff (Jo Daniels and Adam Brown). The second period was much the same as the first so we made a substitution and replaced Casston with Lewyn.The boys continued to play their hearts out and took the game to our visitors as the game flowed from one end to the other. The referee then awarded us a penalty for hand ball from the subsequence corner, James Reid was given the job just after he was introduced as a substitute; he had the spot kick saved but was on hand to smash in the rebound. The whole team played their part for the management and can be proud of this much improved performance. But the boys were denied the win with a last gasp equaliser from long range which was wind assisted. This was cruel on the boys. Many thanks to Jo and Adam for taking control for me and also the long awaited comeback of referee Steve Smallwood.

Full time 1- 1 scorer James Reid 

