Saturday 5th April  2008.

Stevenage Borough V Arlesey Town Youth  

A-Team   Final Score 0 - 2

Scorers;  Fabian Nieli 1 Casston Chapman Hearn 1.

Team:  Archie Ford, Benjamin Daniels, James Reid, Casston Chapman Hearn, Arron Gooch, Fabian Nieli, Joshua Izzard(Capt).

The team travelled to Aston to play Stevenage Borough on that dreaded slopping pitch. The boys started very brightly, they decided to go downhill first, which proved a good choice to make.     Archie was alert from the start and played with confidence throughout, he didn’t have that much to do however when called into action he responded well. James Reid returned from illness and was a giant in central defence, he marshalled the defence well, marking, tackling and passing with ease. Benjamin was our other defender and was a rock solid at the back; he didn’t put a foot wrong all game and also made some timely clearances. Casston was in midfield and had something to prove to the Stevenage boys who he trains with at the academy every week; he was solid in the tackle and covered the whole pitch for the team. Arron was the second midfielder and played his part well with many passes, tackles and interceptions, he was enjoying this game. Fabian played in the hole and was busy from the start helping out defence, midfield and attack. The team have missed Fabian in recent weeks because he helps the team to function. Joshua played as the striker and did a grand job, he held the ball up, ran the channels and looked a constant threat all game with his pace and power. The first goal came from a Fabian corner, which was headed in from Casston at the near post. This was our first headed goal since the team have been formed and is a result of practice in training. The second goal was a sweeping move in which Arron crossed from the by line for Joshua who set up Fabian to slot the ball in the net. The travelling fans went wild with joy 2-0 half time.

Half-Time 0  - 2

We were now going up the slope; this was going to be tough for the lads. In the opening minutes of the second half Archie and James somehow saved and cleared the ball between them when the striker looked certain to score. This was to prove pivotal in the remainder of the half, Archie’s confidence was sky high by now and the belief began to spread through the team as the game ebbed and flowed. James was happy, he never let the striker out of his sight for one minute and this kept the threat to a minimum. Benjamin dug in at the back and cleared everything the boro lads threw at him. He showed great fighting spirit at times. Casston played slightly defensive to protect the defence; he was also carrying a knock to his ankle so his mobility was limited at times however he still gave his all for the team. Arron was also forced into playing a holding role this half to help stop the threat as the boro boys pushed their midfield into a more advanced position. Fabian continued to help all departments and was a constant thorn in the side of the boro team, who became more frustrated as the Arlesey boys shut up shop. Joshua continued to look a threat and also did some eye catching defensive back tracking which helped the whole team keep their composure. As the final whistle sounded this was a huge result for the lads and they have now proved to me they can beat any team if they put minds to it. Not many teams have beaten Boro this year so hold your heads up high each and every one of you, well done.

Final Score 0 - 2.                  
Stevenage Borough V Arlesey Town Youth  

B-Team   Final Score 2 - 1

Scorer; Lewyn Pride 1.
Teams:  Archie Ford, James Butts, Joseph Reid, Jakob Woodfine, Lewyn Pride (capt), Benjamin Daniels, Billy Smallwood. Subs used Arron Gooch

In the second match the lads put in superb team display considering the boro team used a number of their first team players. Again we decided to go down the slope in the first half and did really well. We started on the front foot and took the game to the home team. Archie was the busier keeper but his handling was great and his shot stopping was good also. Joseph returned after illness and put in a steady performance at the heart of the defence as did James B was steady in defence as well. They both played with confidence and tackled like tigers at times and they seemed to understand the defensive duties much better.Jakob was asked to play a defensive midfield role and he did this with flying colours, this was his best performance for the team by far. he made a number of timely tackles as he broke up the boro attacks.Lewyn also played in midfield and showed bags of energy and true grit in the tackle, this is why we call him Lewyn the Lion!!!.Benjamin was asked to play in an attacking midfield role and he clearly enjoyed this position. It gave him the freedom to play in all areas of the pitch. He showed he can play in different positions if need be. Billy played the lone strikers role and must have ran the soles off his boots as clocked up the miles chasing everything he could. He was a menace to the boro defenders all morning snapping at their heels! The boro team scored twice in this half one in off the post and the other was a breakaway goal.

Half Time 2 - 0.

In the second period a substitute was introduced for fresh legs, Benjamin was replaced by Arron. Archie was called into action very early on and responded well with a fine low down save. James B continued to play well and began to enjoy his mornings work. Joseph was also having good game as he got stuck into the Boro strikers not giving them an inch. Arron’s energy helped the team get back in the game and this seemed to spread throughout the squad. Lewyn was having a great game, driving us forward and helping at the back. Jakob has shown he is better suited in defence than in attack as he tackled well on many occasions and really enjoyed himself in the process. Billy pressed the Boro defence every time he was asked to do so and was now beginning to get under their skin and looked a constant threat. Then the lads shocked the Boro team by grabbing a goal back. Lewyn fired in a powerful snap shot and this found the corner of the net. Now the lads had the bit between their teeth and went in search for a much deserved equaliser but as the time was running out we just could not carve out one final opening. Great fight back lads hold your heads up high every one of you. Well done!!!

Full time 2 – 1
