Saturday 12th April 2008.

 Arlesey Town Youth V Bishops Stortford 

A-Team   Final Score 4 - 1

Scorers; Fabian Nieli 1, Arron Gooch 2, Joshua Izzard 1

Team:  Archie Ford (Capt), Benjamin Daniels, Lewyn Pride, Casston Chapman Hearn, Arron Gooch, Fabian Nieli, Joshua Izzard.

This week we hosted Bishops Stortford. Arlesey had a very slow start and struggled to get going. The visitors forced a number of early corners and we struggled to get out of our own half. Archie was called into action on many occasions and did a brilliant job to keep the scores level. Lewyn returned at centre back and was steady all game with lots of timely clearances and interceptions. Benjamin is fast turning into Mr dependable; he plays the game with ease when doing the simple things. Arron was in midfield and put in a good performance, as did his partner in crime Casston. Casston was doing what he does best driving the team forward.  Fabian played the link and enjoyed his mornings work with a workman type performance for the team. Joshua played striker and was shackled early on but cut loose later as he normally does. The boys scored two first half goals one was from Fabian with a low drive past the keeper and Arron scored the second collecting a Joshua cross shot which he finished with ease at the back post.

Half-Time 2 - 0

The team continued where we had left off from the first half and we are now fully on top. Archie still had to be on full alert as the visitors were still not out of the game. The defence still kept a tight rein on the visitors with both Lewyn and Benjamin gaining the upper hand. The midfield duo of Arron and Casston were winning the battle in the middle of the park and this was to prove crucial for the remainder of the game. Fabian became more involved as the team tried to put the game to bed. It was left to Joshua to make it three as he sprinted from the half way line and rounded the keeper to score. The visitors then scored themselves to make it 3-1 and we had a few nervy moments that was until Arron crashed in the goal of the game with a curling effort from a long shot way out. That made it 4-1 game over.

Final Score 4 - 1.                  

Arlesey Town Youth V Bishops Stortford  

B-Team   Final Score 2 - 1

Scorer; Joseph Reid 1, James Butts 1 (Pen)
Teams:  Casston Chapman Hearn, James Butts, Lewyn Pride, Joseph Reid, Jakob Woodfine (Capt), Sam Dennis, Billy Smallwood. Subs used Fabian Nieli, Joshua Izzard.

In the second game the team continued the spirit showed in the previous match. We had a Guest appearance in the goal from Casston due to Archie’s hospital appointment.  Casston played a blinder producing many saves to keep the scores level. James Butts played at the back and had a steady game from the start with a polished display for the team. Lewyn played the second match as we shuffled the pack and he slotted in at centre back. Joseph was tried in a central midfield role in a tactical switch to give the team more steel in the middle of the park and this was a total success as he ran his socks off.Jakob played in midfield and enjoyed his mornings work, he likes the hustle and bustle as he gets more involved in the game. Sam played the link role and was very energetic up and down the field as he tried to open up the visitors defence.  Billy played the strikers role and always looked a threat with the ball at his feet, running at the opposition. The team ended the first half on top with the first ever goal for Joseph Reid as he scored from a flowing move.

Half Time 1 - 0.

In the second period Fabian replaced Lewyn at the back as we looked for fresh legs to kick on.Casston continued to carry out his duties in the goal and did not let the team down with a solid display of goalkeeping. James B was again on his guard as the visitors looked for the equaliser but he stood firm in defence. Joseph gave his all as he was up and down helping all departments as we kept the visitors at bay. Jakob clearly enjoys the midfield role and is now playing much better as he tackles and passes which is all good for the team. Joshua replaced Fabian mid way through the half as we juggled the pack and he slotted in at centre back. Sam was very good as he probed the visitor’s defence looking for that killer pass. Billy Wore his boots out as he chased every ball never giving up. He showed commitment and desire with a never say die approach. The visitors equalised against the run of play in the closing stages but there was still a twist left in the game as the boys came on strong. The referee gave a penalty to us for hand ball in the box and the job was given to James B who kept his nerve to score his first ever goal as he hammered home the penalty. I hope his watching Parents are proud of their lad as the game finished and the team had won. Well done both teams.

Full time 2 – 1
