Under 18 County Youth Cup Quarter Final

Match Report                                 Houghton Regis 2 - 1 Arlesey A.E.T

Arlesey where rather unfortunate to be going out of this competition the Houghton Regis manger came over after the game and said that this was his toughest game of the season and complimented Arlesey on having a really good side.Arlesey started the game in great style playing some great football and really got the Houghton Regis side rattled Arlesey to be fair dominated the first 35 mins one or two chances for Simeon and Dan working hard up front that final touch in front of goal  just not getting the rub of the green. Billy the dynamo in midfield had his best game of the season alongside Jake the defence where also superb Gary Tyler Robbie Ryan all putting great tackles when needed Arlesey where the more dominant side bearing in mind that we are playing a team 18yr olds coming on 19 the physical presence was in the end all the difference between the two sides Houghton came into the game towards the last ten mins of the first half and so half time scores 0-0 all to play for.

Second half Houghton came back into the game had a couple of chances in fact there no 10 did give us problems with his throw-ins he threw the ball just as good as a free kick if not longer Sam King who had a great game and made some important saves and commanding in his 6 yard box kept them at bay James Sunderland down the left causing problems and Liam Murray down the right again Arlesey where unable to get the goal they deserved Ryan Dobson who was injured in the first half came off and James Trundley slotted in as if he had been there all the time with scores still at 0-0 a tactical change James making way for Sam Chung to freshen things up Houghton with there big lads started to press forward with about 5 mins to go a shot from the edge of the box through a body  of players just bobbled in front of Sam 1-0 Arlesey heads never went down they just gritted there teeth and pushed forward for an equaliser was just not happening for us and with time running out with about 1 min to go at last we got the goal we deserved ball played over the top Dan Jones dinked over the keeper into the bottom corner took his goal well with the advancing towards him and no more than we deserved and so the half ended 1-1 Extra time the first half Arlesey completely dominated the half in fact Houghton only came into our half ¾ times half time came 1-1 By now there where some really tired lads out there suffering with cramp but we where on the back foot a little in this half the defence had been solid as a rock with about 5 mins to go Houghton scored what turned out to be the winner. The crowd from both sets of supporters all said what a great game to watch a shame some one had to loose how right they where Arlesey played what was the best game I have seen from an Arlesey team since I have been at the club MoM was between 13 players could not pick one player so that accolade went the whole team. There is a big difference in the age group and the Arlesey lads should be really proud of there performance plus the game was played in a good spirit hard at times but fair Full credit to the Houghton team and there supporters for there sportsmanship so often missing these days good luck in the semis     

