2/12/07                          Hormead 1 – 3 Arlesey 

Arlesey drawn away to our old foes Hormead, in the league cup was never going to be an easy game, on a cold wet day and strong winds it was never a recipe for fluent football Arlesey started off the first half with the wind in there faces no sooner had the game kicked off down came the driving rain now in there faces as well as the wind to contend with. Arlesey where coping well with what Hormead had to offer after 15mins Ryan Dobson was the first casualty who had to come off injured and was replaced with James Trundley. Hormead where now playing some good football driving forward at every opportunity causing one or two problems at the back although the defence coped well under the conditions Arlesey also had a number of chances up front but just lacked that final cutting edge in front of goal As the wind got up Arlesey where defending too deep a tactical change Dan Jones was moved back into midfield just to stop Hormead as they where becoming a little too dangerous through midfield Sam King who normally controls the midfield was in goal for today as gurpy was not available as the game moved on Arlesey showed a lot of Steele and determination in keeping Hormead at bay in the first half even more so with the conditions  and Hormead to be fair played some nice football at times mixed in with the long ball over the top Sam King made some good saves as well so as the first half came to a close 0-0  at half time was excellent, now with the second half was Arlesey`s turn to take advantage of the conditions or so we thought.
Arlesey reverted back to a 4 – 4 - 2  as the half started the driving rain stopped and the wind seemed to just disappear Arlesey started to play some nice football down the flanks with Liam Murray causing Hormead all sorts of problems only to be thwarted by there keeper by now the pitch was cutting up really bad just one of those days where you just have to keep battling and to be fair both Arlesey and Hormead contributed to a game that was quite exciting for both sets of supporters with chances at both ends as the game moved into the final third score still level two tactical changes for Arlesey to freshen things up with 10mins to go Arlesey  then scored  a ball played in from midfield through to Simeon Coulter who drove it into the bottom corner 1-0  to the delight of our supporters as they also had  to battle with the elements, every chance that either went wide or was saved our supporters still there cheering the boys on with 5 mins to go Hormead who made us fight all the way never gave up and got there reward with a slightly dubious goal in that it was offside however to be fair to our linesman the point  the ball was played over the top he was heavily tackled by a gust of wind and slipped at the critical point although he managed to get to his feet our goal keeper also slipped 1-1 Sam had made some really good saves to keep us in the game just one of those things so extra time looming one or two boys where now suffering with cramp final whistle 1-1 

Extra time cane  changed ends again guess what wind and driving rain came back unbelievable but we battled on players going down on both sides so at end extra time first half  score still 1-1  Arlesey now with the wind at there backs pushed forward searching for the winner just could not  get that final ball in the net. Now with 5 mins remaining was now looking at players who would be taking penalties then to our relief one our tactical substitutions paid off James Sunderland got the ball wide cut inside the box and smashed it into the net really good goal 2-1 by now both sides where struggling with players going down with cramp then in the final mins James Sunderland scored again 3-1 this game was played in a great spirit in terrible conditions from both sets of players who where a credit to there managers and a big thank you to all the supporters who witnessed this exciting cup tie worthy of being on match of the day well done boys man of the match went to the whole team 
