Arlesey Town Youth vs. Symmonds Green 30/9/2007

After a tough county cup game last week against a first division club Arlesey were looking forward to game against a more evenly matched opposition. Arlesey started strongly but seemed to be playing in fits and starts, the game seemed evenly matched and chances were squandered at both ends. Twenty minutes into the first half Arlesey finally managed to hit the back of the net with a very well taken goal scored by Nathan Robertson. Symmonds Green reacted almost immediately and pressured the Arlesey defence relentlessly, the lads soaked up the pressure well but Symmonds green kept pushing and levelled the game 1-1. The game was evenly poised and it looked like it would finish 1-1 at half time, then Arlesey won a free kick and Lewis Gentle delivered a great ball in for Robertson to fire Arlesey into a 2-1 lead.

If Arlesey were to win this game they needed to step it up a gear and they started the second half looking as if that was what they were going to do. Michael Chellew picked up the ball in the midfield ran down the wing beat 3 defenders and unselfishly put a lovely cross in for Gentle to tuck away their third goal giving them a 3-1 lead. Symmonds Green weren’t about to go down without a fight and in the next 10 minutes it all seemed to go terribly wrong as Symmonds Green found the back of the net 3 times to take a 4-3 lead. Arlesey coach Roland Bonnet quickly realised that a change needed to be made and duly re-arranged the formation, which had an almost immediate impact; Arlesey's Jack Flint who had just been pushed into midfield broke through the oppositions defence and levelled the game again 4-4. This gave Arlesey the lift they needed and after some fine saves by Arlesey keeper Sam Bonnnett they went on to win the game 7-4 with goals from Alex Johnston who hit the net twice and Robertson completed his hatrick. Man of the match was awarded to new signing Thomas Stewart for a very solid performance in defence and midfield. 

Arlesey Town Youth  7  Symmonds Green  4

Team: Sam Bonnett, Lewis Gentle(1), Jack flint(1), Nathan Robertson(3), Alex Johnson(2), Craig Sowden, Thomas Stewart(motm), Jay Lawrence, Mason Brown, Jordan Cooper, Kieran Sinclair, Shane Parker, Michael Chellew.        

